RAN farewells top Admiral with full ceremonial honours in Sydney

9 Jun 2010 





RADM Nigel Coates, AM RAN in Sydney.

The Royal Australian Navy paused today to farewell Rear Admiral Nigel Coates AM, RAN, who died last week. 

After a closed service at the historic Garden Island Chapel, the coffin was loaded onto a gun carriage, which carried Rear Admiral Coates in a solemn procession to the gates of Fleet Base East, Garden Island. 

A funeral firing party of 24 sailors in full ceremonial uniform fired three volleys in tribute before the gun carriage began its slow journey around Fleet Base East. The coffin was draped in the Australian White Ensign. 

Navy officers and sailors lined the route as the gun carriage made its way from the Chapel to Fleet Landing where the coffin was transferred into the hearse. 

A platoon of 150 Navy members of all ranks marched in escort. They were led by the Administrator of the Commonwealth of Australia (and NSW Governor) Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO. 

Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Russ Crane AO, CSM, RAN, accompanied Rear Admiral Coate’s widow, three children and immediate family. Serving Admirals and Commodores followed close behind. 

The hearse proceeded past Navy ships currently alongside Fleet Base East as the ships’ companies formed up and came to attention in salute. 

Cannons began firing as the coffin emerged from the Chapel. HMAS Tobruk fired a ceremonial 12-pound cannon once a minute. When the procession reached the gates of Fleet Base East, the firing increased with 13 guns sounding at five-second intervals. 

The earlier service had been watched by hundreds of Navy members on large screens set up for the occasion. Many had recently served with Rear Admiral Coates when he was Commander of the Australian Fleet, based in Sydney. 

Vice Admiral Russ Crane led tributes to Rear Admiral Coates, saying that not since the late Sir David Martin had Australia seen a more popular and respected Admiral. 

